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Tanya Aberman, taberman@yorku.ca 
York University, Canada 

Tanya Aberman is a PhD student in Gender, Feminist and Women's Studies at York University. She 
completed her MA in Gender and Development at the University of Sussex in the UK and her BA in 
Political Science at Concordia University. 

Tanya is also the Research and Project Coordinator at the FCJ Refugee Centre. In this position she 
specializes in working with vulnerable newcomer populations and coordinates Uprooted U – An open 
education project for uprooted youth. 

 

Salina Abji, salina.abji@mail.utoronto.ca 
University of Toronto, Canada 

PhD candidate in Sociology at the University of Toronto.  Her research focuses on efforts to address 
violence against women with precarious immigration statuses in Toronto, Canada, and how these efforts 
are re-shaping the meanings and locations of citizenship in the contemporary immigration context. She 
has published research in Citizenship Studies on "Post-nationalism re-considered: a case study of the 'No 
One Is Illegal' movement in Canada" and is a member of the Rights of Non-Status Women's Network 
(RNSWN). Salina also brings over six years of experience developing and delivering transitional 
employment programs for marginalized communities in Toronto. 

 

Philip Ackerman, packerman@fcjrefugeecentre.org 
OISE/UT, Canada 

Since graduating with a Bachelor of Arts Philip Ackerman has worked extensively as an adult education 
instructor in Taiwan, Hong Kong and Canada. More recently, Philip has graduated from the Social Service 
Program at Seneca College, specializing in working with Immigrants and Refugees. He is now pursuing a 
MA in Adult Education an Community Development at OISE. For the past few years, Philip has been 
committed to settlement work, assisting with workshops for the Canadian Council for Refugees, 
volunteering in various agencies throughout the sector, and working on several projects. Currently,  
Philip is working in Research and Resource Development at the FCJ Refugee Centre, which involves 
fundraising and helping out with various programs including the Youth Network and the ESL Program. 

 

Howard Adelman, howarda72@gmail.com 
Centre for Refugee Studies, York University, Canada 

Howard Adelman is Professor Emeritus Philosophy York University and Adjunct Professor in the Key 
Centre for Ethics, Law, Justice and Governance at Griffith University in Australia. His latest books 
published in 2011 were: No Return, No Refuge, (co-author Elazar Barkan) Columbia University Press, and 
Religion, Culture and State (co-editor Pierre Anctil) University of Toronto Press. Howard Adelman was  
the founding Director of the Centre for Refugee Studies and Editor of Refuge until 1993. He has written 
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or co-authored 8 books, edited or co-edited 19 others and authored over 200 scholarly papers in book 
chapters and academic journals. 

  

Romola Adeola, aderomola@gmail.com 
University of Pretoria, South Africa 

Romola Adeola is an LLD Candidate at the Centre for Human Rights, Faculty of Law, University of 
Pretoria. Her area of interest is in internal displacement within the African regional human rights 
context. 

 

Yukari Ando, ando@glocol.osaka-u.ac.jp 
Osaka University, Japan 

Yukari Ando is an Assistant Professor, Osaka University, Japan. Her main research interest is the Principle 
of Non-Refoulement under the Convention against Torture, ICCPR as well as ECHR. She particularly 
focuses on those whom cannot be protected under Refugee Convention on the basis of exclusion 
clauses such as Article 1F and/or exception clause such as Article 33 Paragraph 2 of the Refugee           
Convention. She has severed as a Programme Adviser at the Cabinet Office before joining University. 

She was one of the main organisers of “Sudan and South Sudan Symposium” together with the Centre 
for Refugee Studies, York University. 

 

Sedef Arat-Koç, saratkoc@politics.ryerson.ca 
Ryerson University, Canada 

Sedef Arat-Koç is an Associate Professor in the Department of Politics and Public Administration, and a 
member of the Yeates School of Graduate Studies, at Ryerson University, contributing to graduate 
programs in Immigration and Settlement Studies, Policy Studies and Communication and Culture. Prior 
to Before Ryerson, she taught at the Women’s Studies Program and the Department of Sociology at 
Trent University. Dr. Arat-Koç’s research interests include immigration policy and citizenship, especially 
as they affect immigrant women; transnational feminism; politics of imperialism; racialization and the 
politics of racism; and reconfiguration of social and political identities under neoliberal globalization. 

 

Idil Atak, idil.atak@ryerson.ca 
Ryerson University, Canada 

Idil Atak is Assistant Professor at Ryerson University’s Department of Criminology. She is a research 
associate at Hans & Tamar Oppenheimer Chair in Public International Law (McGill University) and a 
regular researcher at Centre de recherche en immigration, ethnicité et citoyenneté (UQAM). Idil served 
as a legal expert for the Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Ankara, then as deputy to the Permanent 
Representative of Turkey to the Council of Europe in Strasbourg. 
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Catherine Baillie Abidi, cfbaillie@hotmail.com 
St. Francis Xavier, Canada 

Catherine Baillie Abidi is a PhD Candidate in Educational Studies at St. Francis Xavier University in 
Antigonish, NS.  Her research interests include migration and settlement; active citizenship; peace and 
conflict education; and lifelong learning.  She has over fifteen years experience working in and with 
communities in the area of refugee settlement and integration. 

 

Paula Banerjee, paulabanerjee44@gmail.com 
Mahanirban Calcutta Research Group, India 

Dr. Paula Banerjee specializes in issues of conflict and peace in South Asia. She has published extensively 
on issues of gender and forced migration and on autonomy. She is author of the book When Ambitions 
Clash and editor of the book Women in Peace Politics. Banerjee has co-edited a book on Internal 
Displacement in South Asia (2005) and Autonomy Beyond Kant and Hermeneutics (2007). She has been 
working on themes related to women, borders and democracy in South Asia and has published 
extensively in journals such as International Studies and Canadian Women's Studies on issues such as 
histories of borders and women in conflict situations. Banerjee is on the editorial board of a number of 
international journals such as Prachya and Forced Migration Review. Currently, she is the Head of the 
Department of South and Southeast Asian Studies, University of Calcutta and President of the MCRG as 
well as President of the International Association for the Study of Forced Migration (IASFM). 

 

Mélanie Beauregard, melanie.beauregard@gmail.com 
Université du Québec à Montréal (UQAM), Canada 

Étudiante à la maîtrise en sociologie à l'Université du Québec à Montréal (UQAM), Mélanie Beauregard 
est titulaire d'un baccalauréat en sociologie (UQAM). Dirigé par Élias Rizkallah, son mémoire de maîtrise 
s'intitule L'islamophobie médiatique dans Le Journal de Montréal: analyse critique des discours sur 
l'islam et/ou les musulmans de mai 2008 à aujourd’hui. Parallèlement à ses études, elle occupe les 
fonctions d'auxiliaire de recherche pour le Centre de recherche en immigration, ethnicité et citoyenneté 
(CRIEC) de l'UQAM, et ce, depuis novembre 2011. 

 

Rupaleem Bhuyan, r.bhuyan@utoronto.ca 
University of Toronto, Canada 

Dr. Rupaleem Bhuyan an Associate Professor at the Factor-Inwentash Faculty of Social Work and   
Affiliate Faculty with the Women & Gender Studies Institute, University of Toronto. Rupaleem has 
advocated for women’s rights and immigrant rights in the United States and Canada through advocacy, 
community organization, and participatory action research. Her research focuses on the social risks for 
violence among immigrants and how social rights are constructed and practiced in the process of service 
delivery. Rupaleem has been involved with several research projects that examine the intersection of 
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immigration policy with violence against women. Her interdisciplinary work has been published in Law & 
Policy, Citizenship Studies, Social Services Review, Affilia, Journal of Immigrant and Refugee Studies, and 
the Journal of Interpersonal Violence.  

 

Jenna Blower 
University of Toronto, Canada 

Jenna Blower is a 4th year undergraduate student at the University of Toronto, Scarborough majoring in 
Sociology and International Development Studies. Her research interests range include immigration, 
public health and social equality.  

 

Jennifer Bond, jennifer.bond@uottawa.ca 

Jennifer Bond is an Assistant Professor at the University of Ottawa. She sat on the founding national 
executive of the Canadian Association of Refugee Lawyers (CARL) and is founder and current co-director 
of the University of Ottawa’s Refugee Assistance Project (UORAP) and Refugee Hub. Professor Bond has 
served with the United Nations Refugee Agency (UNHCR) in Syria; made submissions at the Supreme 
Court of Canada; and been a visiting researcher at the University of Michigan, where she was affiliated 
with the Program in Refugee and Asylum Law. Her primary research explores the complex intersections 
between criminal law, refugee law, and access to justice, both in Canada and in the international 
system. 

 

Armin Boroumand, armin_boroumand@yahoo.com 
Chercheur postdoctoral à l'Université de Montréal, Canada 

Armin Boroumand is conducting a Postdoctoral research at Centre de recherche en droit public (CRDP) 
at University of Montreal. He obtained a Bachelor’s degree in Law from Tehran University and a 
Master’s degree in International Law from Shahid Beheshti University, Tehran, Iran. He holds a Ph.D. 
degree in Comparative Law from University of Strasbourg, France. He is a member of the Executive 
Committee of Canadian Association for Refugee and Forced Migration Studies. Mr. Boroumand’s 
research centers on Children’s rights, European Fundamental Rights (within the framework of European 
Union and the Council of Europe) and protection of Refugees and Immigrants. 

 

Megan Bradley, megan.bradley@mcgill.ca 
McGill University, Canada 

Megan Bradley is Assistant Professor of Political Science and International Development Studies at 
McGill University, and a Non-Resident Fellow with the Brookings Institution in Washington, DC where 
she works with the Brookings-LSE Project on Internal Displacement. She is the author of Refugee 
Repatriation: Justice, Responsibility and Redress (Cambridge University Press, 2013), and the editor of 
Forced Migration, Reconciliation and Justice (McGill-Queen’s University Press, forthcoming 2015). 

9 
 



CARFMS15/ACERMF15 – Presenter Biographies 

Megan received her doctorate in International Relations from St Antony’s College, University of Oxford. 
She has conducted fieldwork in countries including Haiti and Sri Lanka, and is undertaking a SSHRC- 
funded study on the right of return. 

 

Nergis Canefe, nergiscanefe67@gmail.com 
Centre for Refugee Studies, York University, Canada 

 

Maria Cardoso, cardosomaria@live.ca 
Universite de Montreal, Canada 

 

John Carlaw, jcarlaw.yorku@gmail.com 
Doctoral Candidate, Department of Political Science Graduate Research Fellow, Centre for Refugee 
Studies (CRS) Research Associate, Centre for Research on Latin America and the Caribbean (CERLAC) 
York University, Toronto, Canada, Canada 

John Carlaw is a doctoral candidate in the Political Science Department, a Graduate Research Fellow of 
the Centre for Refugee Studies (CRS) and Research Associate of the Centre for Research on Latin 
America and the Caribbean (CERLAC) at York University, Toronto. The title of his dissertation is “A 
Radical Departure? The Politics and Practice of Immigration and Refugee Policy under the Conservative 
Party of Canada (2006-2014),” which seeks to explain and assess the trajectory of recent changes to 
immigration and refugee policy through an intersectional political economy approach and political 
parties lens. 

 

Derya Demirdizen Cevik , derya.demirdizen@gmail.com 
Kocaeli University, Turkey 

Derya Demirdizen Cevik is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Public Administration in Kocaeli 
University in Turkey since 2013. She holds an MA in Gender Studies and Ph.D in Labour Economics and 
Industrial Relations from Marmara University in Turkey. Her main academic research areas are 
comparative social and labor policies, gender studies, sexual minorities and migration. Her PhD 
dissertation is a comparative analysis of the migrant labor policies in Canada and Turkey. Currently she is 
working on a research project about experiences of female domestic migrant workers in Turkey under 
the new migrant labor regulation. 

 

Wendy Chan, wchane@sfu.ca 
Simon Fraser University, Canada 

Wendy Chan's current research interests focuses on gender, race and class differences in the criminal 
justice system. Current and past research projects examine the criminalization of marginalized groups in 
the context of the welfare system, mainstream media and the immigration system. 
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Fiona Cheuk, fncheuk@gmail.com 
OISE/UT, Canada 

Fiona Cheuk is a PhD student in Social Justice Education at OISE, University of Toronto. She graduated 
with an MA in Critical Disability Studies at York University. Her Master’s narrative research project on 
the experiences of Chinese-Canadians with disabilities was nominated for a Critical Disability Studies 
MRP human rights award. She is currently a co-chair the advocacy, outreach, and community 
networking committee for Spirit of Life, an organization that provides services for Chinese-Canadians 
with developmental disabilities. Her area of research is on disability knowledge production among new 
immigrants and first generation Canadians from non-English language backgrounds. 

 

Nasreen Chowdhory, nchowdhory@gmail.com 
Delhi University, India 

Nasreen Chowdhory is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Political Science, Delhi University.  
She received her Ph.D. from McGill University in the Department of Political Science. Before joining Delhi 
University, she taught at Concordia University, Montreal, Canada. Her research interests include forced 
migration and refugee studies, ethno-politics, state-formation, and citizenship. 

 

Alison Clancey, info@swanvancouver.ca 
SWAN Vancouver Society, Canada 

Alison Clancey (BA, BSW, MSW) is the Executive Director of SWAN Vancouver Society which supports 
im/migrant women engaged in indoor sex work. 

 

Christina Clark-Kazak, cclark-kazak@glendon.yorku.ca 
York University, Canada 

Christina Clark-Kazak is Associate Professor of International Studies at York University's bilingual 
Glendon College. Her SSHRC-funded research analyzes age mainstreaming in migration and 
development policy. Christina's recent book, Recounting Migration, explores the political narratives of 
young Congolese refugees in Uganda. She is editor-in-chief of Refuge: Canada's Journal on Refugees. 
Previously, she worked for 10 years as a development practitioner. 

 

Deidre Conlon, d.conlon@leeds.ac.uk 
University of Leeds, United Kingdom 

Deirdre Conlon is lecturer in Critical Human Geography at the University of Leeds and a member of the 
Asylum-Network (http://asylum-network.com) research group. Her work examines the tensions around 
migration and policies and practices designed to manage immigration, including immigration detention, 
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everyday enforcement practices, and the legal and governmental frameworks that gird citizenship and 
belonging. She has publications in Annals of the Association of American Geographers, Citizenship 
Studies and ACME: An International E-Journal for Critical Geographies as well as several book chapters. 
She is co-editor of Carceral Spaces: Mobility and Agency in Imprisonment and Migrant Detention 
(Ashgate). 

 

Gina Csanyi Robah, ginacsanyi@gmail.com 
President and Director of the Canadian Romani Alliance 

 

Kusha Dadui 

Kusha Dadui was born in Iran and have been living in Toronto for the past 20 years. I identify as a trans 
masculine person of color. I came to Canada as a political refugee with my family and have since come 
out as queer and Trans. I have worked with migrant justice organizations for the past 12 years and 
noticed a lack of knowledge around LGBTQ issues particularly trans issues. I have worked with the 519 
community centre, Iranian Queer organization and developed a workshop called Trans Migration in 
order to bring more awareness around the issues trans bodies face within the immigration and refugee 
system and access to healthcare. I currently work at the Sherbourne Health Centre as the Trans Program 
Coordinator. 

 

Ann De Shalit, adeshali@ryerson.ca 
Ryerson University, Canada 

 

Katelijne Declerck, katelijnedeclerck@gmail.com  

Katelijne Declerck, is Belgian and started her professional career in the refugee camps of Thailand in 
1979, worked briefly for UNICEF but returned to the UNHCR from 1983 till 1994.  

She left her international career when appointed as a judge in Belgium at the first established Refugee 
Court ‘the Permanent Appeals Commission for Refugees”.  

Since May 2007 she is a member of the Council for Alien Law Litigations a specialized higher 
Administrative Court dealing with litigations on international protection and matters concerning the 
access to the territory, residence, establishment and removal of foreigners.  

Justice Declerck has a vast experience in asylum law, is an expert for the European Union actively 
collaborating with TAIEX and EASO. She has been teaching in many countries around the world either in 
short training workshop as well as more advanced teaching in Europe, Central America, Central Asia, 
Africa and Southeast Asia.  

She was Vice President of the IARLJ from 2002 to 2006, the Vice President of the European Chapter of 
the IARLJ from 2006 till 2014 and the President of the IARLJ since October 2014. 
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Rajwant Deo, rdeo@ryerson.ca 
Ryerson University, Canada 

Rajwant Deo recently completed her masters degree in Immigration and Settlement Studies from 
Ryerson University. She also holds a bachelor's degree in Criminology and Health Studies from Wilfrid 
Laurier University. 

 

Angeliki Dimitriadi, angeliki@eliamep.gr 
Hellenic Foundation for European and Foreign Policy, Greece 

Angeliki Dimitriadi is a Postdoctoral Research Fellow at ELIAMEP, working at the IRMA project on 
irregular Afghan migration to Greece. She obtained her BSc in International Relations &History at the 
LSE, and her MA in War Studies at King’s College London. She was awarded with distinction her PhD 
titled ‘Transit migration to Greece from Afghanistan, Bangladesh and Pakistan’, from Democritus 
University of Thrace. Her research focuses on security and irregular migration in the EU, asylum and 
transit migration. 

 

Heather Donald, heather.donald1@gmail.com 
York University, Canada 

Heather Donald is a recent MA graduate in Development & Refugee/Forced Migration Studies at York 
University. She has experience in designing and facilitating pre and post-arrival orientation sessions for 
both newcomer and refugee youth in Canada and overseas, and in providing integration assistance to 
newcomer youth in Ottawa and Toronto. She completed her MA fieldwork in Malawi, looking at access 
to post-secondary education for refugees. 

 

Cristiano D'Orsi, cd6jx@virginia.edu 
University of Pretoria, South Africa 

Cristiano d’Orsi is currently a Post-Doctoral Fellow at the Centre for Human Rights, Faculty of Law, 
University of Pretoria (South Africa), after having been a Hugo Grotius Research Fellow at the University 
of Michigan Law School (Ann Arbor, United States of America) and, previously, an Albert Gallatin 
Doctoral Fellow at the University of Virginia School of Law (Charlottesville, United States of America). He 
holds a PhD in International Relations (International Law) awarded by the Graduate Institute of 
International and Development Studies in Geneva (Switzerland). His expertise deals mainly with the  
legal protection of all the categories of the people “on the move” (migrants, asylum-seekers, refugees, 
internally displaced persons) with a strong research focus on Sub-Saharan Africa. 

 

Geneviève Dubuc, dubuc.genevieve@hotmail.com 
University de Montreal, Canada 
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Geneviève Dubuc est une étudiante en Études Internationale à l’Université de Montréal, 3e année de 
Baccalauréat. Elle a eu la chance de pouvoir poursuivre ses études durant une année à l’Université 
College Dublin en plus de faire partie du comité d’accueil d’étudiants internationaux de l’Université de 
Montréal pour l’année 2014-2015. 

 

Angela D'Unian, acerdena@ryerson.ca 
Ryerson University, Canada 

Angela D’Unian is presently studying a Masters degree in Immigration and Settlement Studies at 
Ryerson University. She completed her undergraduate degree in Psychology (Honours) at the University 
of Guelph. Angela conducted her undergraduate thesis studying the psycho-social adaptation of Latino 
immigrants in Canada. Moreover, Angela has been involved in research with immigrant populations 
during her time as a research volunteer at the Centre for Addiction and Mental Health (CAMH). Broadly, 
her research interests include Integration experiences of immigrants in Canada, Intimate Partner 
Violence (IPV) among Latin American women, Forced migration as a result of IPV, and Youth settlement 
experiences. 

 

Bruno Dupeyron, bruno.dupeyron@uregina.ca 
University of Regina, Canada 

Bruno Dupeyron is an Associate Professor and Graduate Chair at the Johnson-Shoyama Graduate School 
of Public Policy, University of Regina Campus. His major research interests are border and immigration 
issues, using political sociology and comparative perspectives. Bruno’s research focuses on two streams: 

(1) the transformations of cross-border governance in North America and Europe, and (2) the regulation 
of mobility and security in North America. He is currently working on an international research project, 
funded by the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada (SSHRC). In addition to his 
role in the School, Bruno is an associate researcher at the Chaire de recherche en immigration, ethnicité 
et citoyenneté, UQAM. 

 

Meghan Dwyer, med@dwyerimmigration.com 
USA 

As Managing Attorney of Dwyer Law Group, Ms. Dwyer practices U.S. employment and family based 
immigration law, with experience in all aspects of non-immigrant visas, immigrant visas and 
naturalization, providing business-minded solutions to an array of multi-national companies and 
individual clients. Ms. Dwyer is admitted to the bars of the State of Connecticut and State of New York. 
She obtained her Bachelor of Arts in European Studies from New York University and her Juris Doctor 
from New York Law School. 
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Tanya (Tatjana) Elez, tanya.elez@gmail.com 
University of British Columbia, Canada 

Tanya is a Ph.D. Candidate in the Department of Counselling Psychology and Special Education at 
University of British Columbia. Being an immigrant herself, she has been involved with immigrant and 
refugee communities in Canada in various capacities since her arrival in 1997. She has been engaged as a 
mental health professional with various immigrant and refugee serving agencies in Winnipeg and 
Vancouver and has founded a Therapy Program for Immigrant and Refugee Families as a part of a 
training clinic at the University of Winnipeg. Tanya published and provided numerous presentations 
involving issues of immigrant and refugee mental health. 

 

Beyhan Farhadi 
Department of Geography, University of Toronto 

Beyhan Farhadi is a doctoral student in the Department of Geography at the University of Toronto. 
Approaching her work from transdisciplinary standpoints, she is interested in questions related to 
epistemology, technology and the body, particularly as it relates to education as an egalitarian politic. 
Her current work examines the stakes of these questions in response to the rise of online education in 
Toronto secondary public schools. Beyhan earned her M.A. in English with a concentration in 
contemporary theory; her previous work centered upon the ways in which migration, imperialism, and 
sexuality, are taken up in performance praxis. 

 

Geoff Gilbert, geoff@essex.ac.uk 
University of Essex, United Kingdom (see http://www.essex.ac.uk/law/staff/profile.aspx?id=819) 

Geoff Gilbert is a Professor of Law in the School of Law and Human Rights Centre at the University of 
Essex. He has been Editor-in-Chief of the International Journal of Refugee Law since 2002. He is author 
of ‘Current Issues in the Application of the Exclusion Clauses’ in Feller, Türk and Nicholson, Refugee 
Protection in International Law (2003), part of UNHCR’s Global Consultations on the 50th Anniversary of 
the 1951 Convention. In 2014 he was appointed a consultant to UNHCR with Anna Magdalena Rüsch on 
‘Rule of Law: Engagement for Solutions’ and is part of the Solutions Alliance Thematic Group on Rule of 
Law. He has written extensively on international refugee law, international criminal law and 
international human rights law. 

 

Judge Judith Gleeson, UpperTribunalJudge.Gleeson@ejudiciary.net 

Judge Judith Gleeson is a second appeals judge at the Upper Tribunal (Immmigration and Asylum 
Chamber) in the United Kingdom. She studied Jurisprudence at Oxford University, including Roman and 
French law, and was a Weiner-Anspach scholar on the French language course in Civil and European 
Community Law at the Universite Libre de Bruxelles. Before becoming a judge, she practised as a 
solicitor.  She speaks good French and has been a judge since 1993. 
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In the UK Upper Tribunal, Judge Gleeson is a country group convenor, identifying cases and issues and 
case-managing country guidance judgments: cases in which she was personally involved include GJ 
(post-civil war: returnees) Sri Lanka CG [2013] UKUT 319 (IAC), QH (Christians - risk )(China) CG [2014] 
UKUT 86 (IAC), MN and others (Ahmadis - country conditions - risk) Pakistan CG [2012] UKUT 389 (IAC), 
EH (blood feuds) Albania CG [2012] UKUT 348 (IAC), AX (family planning scheme) China CG [2012] UKUT 
97 (IAC), and SW (lesbians - HJ and HT applied) Jamaica CG [2011] UKUT 251 (IAC).  

Judge Gleeson has previously participated and chaired panels at CARFMS in 2012 and 2014, as well as 
giving talks on asylum procedures and country guidance in Australia (Sydney and Melbourne), Italy 
(Prato), Morocco, and Tunisia. 

 

Angus Grant, gusgranovsky@gmail.com 
PhD Candidate, Osgoode Hall, Canada 

Angus Grant is a leading Canadian refugee lawyer, researcher, commentator and academic. He has   
been engaged in immigration and refugee law issues for many years and has represented individuals and 
organizations at every level of court in Canada, in addition to collaborating on petitions before 
international human rights bodies. Most recently, Angus has represented the Canadian Council for 
Refugees in several major interventions on various aspects of international refugee law before the 
highest Canadian state courts. Now also a doctoral candidate in law at Osgoode Hall Law School of York 
University, Angus is engaging in a wide-ranging study of the intersections between state security 
measures, international law and the rights of immigrants and refugees. 

 

Laurence Guindon, laurence.guindon@hotmail.com 
Universite de Montreal , Canada 

 

Hoori Hamboyan, Hoori.Hamboyan@justice.gc.ca 
Montreal, Canada 

Hoori Hamboyan was a social worker in Montréal for 10 years, working for the Department of Youth 
Protection as well as in refugee rights advocacy and family counseling, prior to attending law school in 
Ottawa. She has been working with Justice Canada since 2005 and has been with the Children’s Law and 
Family Violence Policy Unit since 2007. Her work is focused on family violence issues including “honour” 
based violence and forced marriages. 

 

Saïd Hammamoun, said.hammamoun@gmail.com 
Université de Montréal, Canada 

Saïd Hammamoun est chercheur postdoctoral au centre de recherche en droit public à l’Université de 
Montréal et chargé de cours à la Faculté de droit de l’Université de Montréal et à l’UQAM. 
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Charity-Ann Hannan, channan@ryerson.ca 
Ryerson University, Canada 

Charity-Ann Hannan is a Ph.D. Candidate in Policy Studies at Ryerson University. 

 

Caroline Hemstock, chemstock@aaisa.ca 
Alberta Association of Immigrant Serving Agencies, Canada 

The Alberta Association of Immigrant Serving Agencies’ (AAISA) Research Unit consists of Caroline 
Hemstock, Project Coordinator (Research and Policy) and Deniz Erkmen, Research Officer, where they 
conduct research and analysis of various issues and policies affecting the settlement and integration of 
newcomers in Alberta. Caroline holds a MA in Spanish from the University of Calgary and is a former 
Department of Foreign Affairs, Trade, and Development sponsored IYIP public policy intern. Deniz holds 
a BA in International Relations from the University of Calgary and has worked in immigration for the 
academic, private and non-profit sectors. 

 

Robert Heynen, rheynen@yorku.ca 
Assistant Professor, Department of Communication Studies, York University 

 

Nancy Hiemstra, nancy.hiemstra@stonybrook.edu 
Stony Brook University, USA 

Nancy Hiemstra is an Assistant Professor of Migration Studies in the Department of Cultural Analysis and 
Theory at Stony Brook University. Her research interests focus on human mobility, migration policy- 
making, lived experiences of in/security. Previous research examined Latino immigration to small-town 
Colorado. Current research focuses on migrant detention and deportation policies and practices in the 
United States, and embodied consequences of immigration enforcement policies in Latin American 
countries of migrant origin. She has publications in Annals of the Association of American Geographers; 
Antipode; Environment and Planning D; Geopolitics; Gender, Place and Culture; Social and Cultural 
Geography and a number of edited volumes. 

 

Zahra Hojati, zhojati@gmail.com 
OISE/UT, Canada 

Dr. Zahra Hojati has received her doctoral degree in Higher Education/Women and Gender Studies 
program at Ontario Institute of Studies in Education (OISE) at University of Toronto. Her research 
interest is using an anti-colonial and integrative anti-racist feminist perspective to challenge the 
integration of capitalism and patriarchy in oppressing the Middle Eastern/ Muslim women in North and 
South. Zahra's research emphasizes on subjects such as gendre equality, state-nation, social justice, 
citizenship, women and education, identity crisis, in the context of patriarchy, neo-liberalism, and 
globalization. She has published her book and has several journal publications as well as numerous 
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conference presentations national and international. Zahra is also involved in Iranian community as a 
counselor and is a charity activist inside and outside of Canada. Zahra has teaching experience at 
Ryerson University and the University of Toronto at Scarborough. 

 

Amrita Hari, amrita.hari@carleton.ca 
Carleton University, Canada 

Amrita Hari is an Assistant Professor at the Pauline Jewett Institute of Women’s and Gender Studies in 
Carleton University. Her research interests are broadly in global migrations, transnationalism and 
citizenship, in particular the reproduction of gender and race through migration policies in a neoliberal 
global world. 

 

Dan Horner, dan.horner@ryerson.ca 
Ryerson University, Canada 

Dan Horner is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Criminology at Ryerson University, Toronto. 
He is an historian of public life, politics and culture in 19th century Canada. He has published a number 
of articles on topics such as migration, public health and political violence in mid-nineteenth-century 
Montreal, and has recently begun a new project that examines how ideas about public order circulated 
throughout the North Atlantic World during this period. His first monograph, entitled Taking to the 
Streets: Crowds, Politics and Identity in Mid-Nineteenth-Century Montreal, is under contract with 
McGill-Queen’s University Press. He is a member of the Montreal History Group / Groupe d’histoire de 
Montréal, a research collective of Quebec historians who work on issues of race, gender and class. 

 

Graham Hudson, graham.hudson@crim.ryerson.ca 
Ryerson University, Canada 

Graham is an Associate Professor and the Undergraduate Program Director for the Department of 
Criminology at Ryerson University. He holds a B.A. (Hons) in History and Philosophy from York 
University, a J.D. from the University of Toronto, an LL.M. from Queen's University, and a Ph.D. from 
Osgoode Hall Law School. His doctoral studies focused on the impact of international and comparative 
human rights on the Canadian security certificate regime. Graham's current research interests include 
security studies, human rights, access to justice, and legal theory. He is currently conducting SSHRC- 
funded research on the intersection of security, irregular migration and asylum, along with Professors 
Idil Atak (Principle Investigator, Ryerson) and Delphine Nakache (University of Ottawa). He has also 
begun research on the domestic impact of international criminal law in public and private law contexts 
e.g. universal civil jurisdiction and state immunity, the responsibility of corporations under international 
law. He teaches courses on criminal law, criminal courts, the Charter of Rights and Freedoms, and an 
experiential "criminal law in practice" seminar, in partnership with lawyers Chris Chorney, Apple 
Newton-Smith, and Jason Gourda. 
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Michaela Hynie, mhynie@yorku.ca 
York University, Canada 

Michaela Hynie is an Associate Professor with expertise in social and cultural psychology in the 
Department of Psychology at York University, and the York Institute for Health Research. Dr. Hynie 
conducts qualitative and quantitative collaborative, multidisciplinary and community based research in 
two broad areas of well-being. The first focuses on building and evaluating the impact of social networks 
and social support, locally, nationally and internationally. Her second area of research examines 
settlement and integration among migrants. In this area she emphasizes refugee resettlement processes 
as a function of resettlement policies and services, and health care and mental health in relation to 
migration status and culture. Dr. Hynie is also the founder of the Program Evaluation Unit in the York 
Institute for Health Research, a unit that conducts, and builds capacity for, program evaluation in the 
area of health and well being in small not-for-profit organizations. 

  

Kinga Janik, kinga.janik@yahoo.com 
Université de Montréal, Canada 

 

Sharalyn Jordan, sjordan@sfu.ca 
Envisioning Project, York University, Canada 

Panelists are community partners and critical scholars affiliated with the ENVISIONING global LGBT 
human rights project based at York University. This project uses participatory video and community 
engaged research to document current struggles for LGBT human rights in commonwealth countries. 

 

Sara Kahn, sarilee.kahn@mcgill.ca 
McGill University, Canada 

Sara Kahn is an Assistant Professor at the School of Social Work at McGill University, where her research 
interests include trauma and resilience in vulnerable forced migrants, particularly those persecuted for 
gender and gender role non-conformity. As a practitioner, Dr. Kahn has over 15 years of experience 
providing psychological counseling, advocacy, and expert witness testimony for asylum seekers and 
torture survivors from around the world. As a consultant to International NGOs she has worked in 
Bosnia, Kosovo, Liberia, Sierra Leone, Iraq, and Afghanistan with persons affected by war and disaster. 

 

John-Bosco Kaikai, jaydatus@hotmail.com 
Brock University, Canada 

John-Bosco moved to Canada as a refugee in 2002, grew up in Guelph as one of few immigrants in his 
high school. He moved on to University of Guelph majoring in Criminal Justice and Public Policy. He then 
worked as a Child and Youth Worker as well as a volunteer coordinator and program coordinator with 
Immigrant Services in Guelph/Wellington. From there, he acquired a passion for immigration work, 
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moving on to do his Masters at Brock University in Social Justice and Equity Studies writing his MRP on 
the media representation of refugees and detention. 

 

Julie Kaye, julie.kaye@kingsu.ca 
The King's University, Canada 

Dr. Julie Kaye is an Assistant Professor of Sociology and the Director of Community Engaged Research at 
The King’s University. Working in the areas of sociology of development, inequality, and criminology, her 
research examines representations of human trafficking in Canada and anti-trafficking responses. Her 
findings are published in the Canadian Journal of Criminology and Criminal Justice. She has also 
researched and published peer-reviewed articles on ethnicity, conflict, and peacebuilding in journals 
such as the Journal of Development Studies and the Journal of Contemporary African Studies. Julie 
serves as the Research Advisor for the Action Coalition on Human Trafficking (ACT) Alberta. 

  

Alexie Taguekou Kenfack, taguekoukenf@yahoo.com 
University of the Western Cape, Cameroon 

Taguekou Kenfack Alexie is a LLD prospective student at the faculty of law (university of the Western 
Cape) and has just completed the LLM in International and Human rights law at the same University with 
a research focused on refugee law. From 2012 to 2013, while completing the LLM, Taguekou Kenfack 
Alexie served as a research assistant at the faculty and as volunteer legal adviser at Scarabrini center 
which is an NGO offering development and welfare programmes to the migrant and local communities 
of Cape Town (South Africa).  

  

Seongsoo Kim 
Judge / Seoul Central District Court 

Judge Kim started his judgeship in 1998 and has heard civil, criminal and administrative cases in several 
courts. His judicial career includes a senior research judge for Justice In-bok Lee in Supreme Court of 
Korea. He is currently hearing civil cases in Seoul Central District Court. He graduated Seoul National 
University Law College in 1993 and studied international refugee law as a visiting scholar at University of 
Michigan Law School in 2002-2003 academic year. His article, “The refugee definition in Geneva 
Convention and refugee related procedural issues in Korean Immigration Law” was published by Korean 
Supreme Court in 2004 and soon became a must read for refugee lawyers. He had served as a member 
of Refugee Committee in Ministry of Justice in 2009-2014. Still, he keeps close contacts with refugee 
lawyers and  the UNHCR office in Seoul, also engaging in Asian Network on Refugee and International 
Protection (ANRIP). 

 

Lara Kinne, lrk28@georgetown.edu 
Georgetown University, USA 
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Lara Kinne is a Research Specialist with the Office of the Senior Vice President for Research at 
Georgetown University. She received a Master of Arts in Latin American Studies from the School of 
Foreign Service, along with a Certificate of Refugees and Humanitarian Emergencies from the Institute 
for the Study of International Migration from Georgetown in 2011. Her undergraduate work at Boston 
College was in Political Science and Latin American Studies. Lara’s current research focuses on complex 
humanitarian crises in the Horn of Africa. 

 

Meagan Kinsella, kinselmn@mcmaster.ca 
McMaster University, Canada 

Meagan Kinsella is a PhD candidate (ABD) in the Department of Political Science at McMaster University 
in Hamilton, Ontario. She graduated with her Master of Arts degree in International Relations from 
McMaster University in 2010. Through a comparative empirical analysis of Johannesburg, South Africa 
and Gaborone, Botswana, her dissertation considers local responses to the management of irregular 
migrants and its effects in and on urban spaces. Meagan’s research interests are in the area of urban 
migration governance, citizenship and irregularity, public policy implementation, and mobility politics 
and policy in Southern Africa. 

  

Mustafa Koc, mkoc@ryerson.ca 
Ryerson University, Canada 

Mustafa Koc is a professor of Sociology at Ryerson University. His research and teaching interests  
involve food studies, food security and food policy, globalization and sociology of migration. He was 
among the founders of the Centre for Studies in Food Security, Food Secure Canada, and the Canadian 
Association for Food Studies. He has also been involved in various national and global debates on 
globalization, development, food security, and peace. He has various publications on sociology of 
agriculture and food, social change and development, and immigration, including For Hunger-proof 
Cities (1999), Working Together (2001), Interdisciplinary Perspectives in Food Studies (2008) and Critical 
Perspectives in Food Studies (2012). 

 

Ashley Korn, ashley.korn@ymcagta.org 
YMCA and York U, Canada 

Ashley Korn has worked in various newcomer settlement programs at the YMCA of Greater Toronto  
since 2008. She currently works as Manager, Provincial Programs with the Client Support Services 
Program. Ashley is also an active contributor to the World University Service of Canada, Student Refugee 
Program (SRP) since 2009, providing orientations and integration assistance to refugee students              
in both Malawi and Canada.  She has assisted International Organization for Migration in Kenya, helping 
develop the Canadian Orientation Abroad, Refugee Youth Curriculum. Ashley holds a Masters Degree in 
Immigration and Settlement Studies from Ryerson University. 
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Anna Korteweg, anna.korteweg@utoronto.ca 
University of Toronto, Canada 

Dr. Anna Korteweg is an Associate Professor of Sociology at the University of Toronto. Her research 
agenda focuses on citizenship, constructions of national belonging in public and parliamentary debates 
on immigrant integration, and the ways in which the problems of immigrant integration are defined in 
the intersections of gender, religion, ethnicity and national origin. She has conducted research on media 
and policy debates on honour-related violence (with G. Yurdakul, Humboldt University Berlin), general 
comparisons of immigrant integration policies and practices in the Netherlands and Germany (with P. 
Triadafilopoulos, University of Toronto), as well as research that assesses the difficulties social service 
agencies encounter when addressing violence against women in South Asian communities in Toronto 
(with S. Abji, University of Toronto, L. Barnoff, Ryerson University, and D. Mattoo, SALCO). She has just 
published a book with Stanford University Press, entitled The Headscarf Debates: Conflicts of National 
Belonging (with G. Yurdakul). 

 

Micheline Labelle, Labelle.m@uqam.ca 
Université du Québec à Montréal, Canada 

Ph. D. en anthropologie (Université de Montréal), professeure de sociologie à l’Université du Québec à 
Montréal, titulaire de la Chaire de recherche en immigration, ethnicité et citoyenneté et de 
l’Observatoire international sur le racisme et les discriminations, UQAM (2008-2014). Auteure de 
nombreux articles sur l’immigration, les politiques d’aménagement de la diversité,  la citoyenneté, le 
transnationalisme et les processus de racisation. Elle a été consultante pour l’UNESCO, dans le cadre de 
la Coalition internationale des villes unies contre le racisme et de la Coalition canadienne des 
municipalités contre le racisme. 

 

Sabine Lehr, sabine@uvic.ca 
University of Victoria, Canada 

Dr. Sabine Lehr is adjunct assistant professor in the School of Public Administration at the University of 
Victoria, and is an associate faculty member at Royal Roads University. She has also worked in senior 
positions in the immigrant and refugee settlement sector in Victoria for the last three years. She teaches 
in the areas of community development and global leadership. Her research interests focus on the 
intersections between sustainable community development and the role of migration in that process. 
She is interested in the impact of national policies on immigration and integration at the local level. 

 

Dietmar Loch, dietmar.loch@univ-lille1.fr 
Université Lille, France 

Dietmar LOCH est Professeur de Sociologie à l’Université Lille1 (France). Il travaille d’une manière 
comparative sur des thèmes liés à « cultures et conflits » en sociologie des migrations (« deuxièmes 
générations » d’immigrés en France et en Allemagne), en sociologie politique (populisme et extrême 
droite en Europe) et en sociologie urbaine (politiques de la ville, émeutes urbaines, etc.). Parmi ses 
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dernières publications compte la direction d’un numéro spécial de la revue “Identities. Global Studies in 
Culture and Power” (21/6, 2014) intitulé “What remains of the National Models of Integration. Ideal- 
typical constructions and Social Realities of immigrant incorporation in Europe.” 

 

Neophytos Loizides 
Kent University, United Kingdom 

Dr Neophytos Loizides is a Senior Lecturer in International Conflict Analysis at Kent University and the 
Associate Editor of Nationalism and Ethnic Politics. His work has been published or accepted at Journal 
of Peace Research, Human Rights Quarterly, Nations and Nationalism, Political Geography, West 
European Politics, Political Studies, Comparative Politics and European Journal of Political Research. 

 

Narintohn Luangrath, narintohn.luangrath@gmail.com 
Boston College, USA 

Narintohn Luangrath studied International Relations at Boston College and graduated in May 2014. She 
is interested in policies concerning forced migrants unprotected by the UN Refugee Convention, 
including those externally displaced due to natural disasters or generalized violence and conflict. She 
participated in the 2013 UN High-Level Dialogue on International Migration and Development as a 
member of Georgetown University’s Institute for the Study of International Migration (ISIM) delegation. 
A 2013 Harry S. Truman Scholar, Narintohn is currently working as a Contract Policy Analyst in the 
Administration for Children and Families, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services in Washington, 
DC. 

 

Shaun Mabry, sdmabry@yorku.ca 
York University, Canada 

Shaun Mabry is a non-traditional geographer with a lawyering habit. He is a graduate student in the 
Geography Department at York University and an immigration/criminal defence attorney in the United 
States (Member of the Virginia State Bar; *not admitted to practice in Canada*). Shaun holds a Juris 
Doctor, cum laude, from Brigham Young University and a Bachelor of Arts in Geography, summa cum 
laude, from Virginia Tech. His research focuses on Latin American migration with emphasis on gender- 
based asylum seekers from El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras. 

 

Cetta Mainwaring, cmainwaring@uwaterloo.ca 
University of Waterloo, Canada 

Cetta Mainwaring is an Assistant Professor in Sociology and Legal Studies at the University of Waterloo 
and a fellow at the Balsillie School of International Affairs. She completed her DPhil in International 
Relations at the University of Oxford in 2012, where she was affiliated with the Centre on Migration, 
Policy and Society. Her research is broadly interested in how and why people move across national 
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borders, especially without state authorization, and how states respond to various forms of 
international mobility in attempts to deter, facilitate or shape such flows. Her doctoral research 
examined irregular immigration into Southern Europe, analyzing the relationship between the EU and 
small member states (Malta and Cyprus) in order to understand how these relationships shape and are 
shaped by migration flows. Her current research project explores the historical evolution of visa policies 
in the US and UK. She has published several articles in the Journal for Immigrant and Refugee Studies; 
Population, Space and Place; and Refugee Survey Quarterly. 

 

Michelle Majeed, michelle.majeed@utoronto.ca 
University of Toronto, Canada 

Michelle Majeed is a PhD Candidate in the Ethnic, Immigration and Pluralism Studies program in the 
Munk School of Global Affairs and Department of Geography at the University of Toronto. She received 
her MA with distinction in Migration Studies from the University of Sussex. Michelle’s current research 
focuses on transnational health practices among Guyanese migrant populations. Her previous research 
examined the use of traditional medicines in immigrant communities. Her current research continues to 
interrogate the ongoing regulation of traditional medicines in Western societies. Michelle spent five 
years working in the mental health and addiction sectors in frontline, research and program delivery 
positions. 

 

Michele Manocchi, mmanocc@uwo.ca 
Visiting Scholar, Centre for Research on Migration and Ethnic Relations, Western University (Ontario, 
CA), Canada 

His research interests focus on reception systems, settlement services and social policies for refugees 
and migrants; labelling processes and practices of resistance; temporary foreign workers in Canada and 
Europe; developmental and value-engaged evaluation. Michele is also member of Centre for Research  
on Migration and Ethnic Relations, Western University, and of Escapes: workshop of critical studies on 
forced migration, University of Milan (Italy). He aim to create a solid bridge between Canada and Europe 
to foster comparative research and productive exchanges. 

 

Deepa Mattoo, mattood@lao.on.ca 
SouthAsian Legal Clinic of Ontario (SALCO), Canada 

Deepa Mattoo is a Staff Lawyer/Acting Executive Director with South Asian Legal Clinic of Ontario 
(SALCO). She has her Masters in Business specializing in corporate social responsibility from Leeds 
Metropolitan University, UK. She has over 16 years of experience in providing public education, legal 
services, advocacy and not-for-profit governance. Deepa has been involved with various issues related 
to domestic violence globally and has been a leading voice on the issue of forced marriages in Canada. 
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Gabriela Medici, gabriela_medici@hotmail.com 
University of Zurich / LLDRL McGill University, Canada 

Already as a law student in Switzerland, I was interested in the role of the state in shaping the 
relationship between vulnerable workers and their employers. During a work experience for the Swiss 
Trade Union Confederation I worked on the topic of protective measures for migrant workers before 
undertaking a PhD in law, titled “Migrant caregivers in private households – Switzerland’s human rights 
obligations”. I have worked on the same topic with civil society and the Swiss government as a legal 
advisor and studied these issues from a comparative perspective at McGill University in Canada in a 
funded research position. 

 

Natasha Miletic, natasha.miletic@utoronto.ca 
University of Toronto, Canada 

Natasha Miletic is a Masters candidate at the Munk School of Global Affairs, Centre for European, 
Russian and Eurasian Studies programme at the University of Toronto. Her area of specialization is in 
immigration and counter-trafficking, and her expertise stems from her internship experience at the 
International Organization for Migration (IOM) headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland from April – 
September 2014. Miletic is currently editor of the Oxford Conference e-book and director of the CERES 
Graduate Student Conference 2015, both of which are centered on immigration issues. Her thesis 
dissertation focuses on the interplay between human trafficking networks in Eastern Europe and 
Canada. 

 

Hayli Millar, hayli.millar@ufv.ca 
University of the Fraser Valley, Canada 

Hayli Millar (BA, MA, PhD) is an Assistant Professor in Criminology and Criminal Justice at the University 
of the Fraser Valley. She has research experience using various qualitative methodologies and has 
conducted research and/or worked as a research consultant in nine countries, including on gender and 
migration issues. 

 

Petra Molnar, petramdiop@gmail.com 
University of Toronto Faculty of Law, Canada 

Petra Molnar is a researcher with the SINGA project and a Research Associate at the Detention and 
Asylum Research Cluster, Refugee Research Network. She is completing the Juris Doctor program at the 
University of Toronto Faculty of Law. 

 

Alison Mountz, amountz@wlu.ca Wilfrid Laurier University 

Alison Mountz is Associate Professor and Canada Research Chair in Global Migration, Geography and 
Balsillie School of International Affairs, Wilfrid Laurier Univerity. Alison is a political geographer who 
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conducts research on human migration, with a particular interest in boat migration, interception, 
detention, asylum, and border studies. Her work in recent years explored the role of islands in migration 
management. Mountz teaches and advises students in migration studies, political, urban, and feminist 
geography, and is working on a collaborative project with Keegan on the relationship between losses 
and enforcement at sea. 

 

Lama Mourad, lama.mourad@mail.utoronto.ca 
University of Toronto, Canada 

Lama Mourad is a PhD student at the University of Toronto, and a CGS-Joseph Bombardier Doctoral 
Fellow. Her research focuses primarily on migrant populations in the Middle East, with a particular focus 
on Lebanon, Jordan, and Syria. 

 

Delphine Nakache, dnakache@uottawa.ca 
School of International Development and Global Studies (SIGDS),  University of Ottawa, Canada 

Delphine Nakache is an associate professor at the School of International Development and Global 
Studies (University of Ottawa). She teaches in the areas of public international law and migration and 
refugee law. Her research and writing interests include securitization of migration, refugee and 
citizenship policies; migration and human rights standards; immigration federalism and employment 
standards. 

 

Tiffany Narducci, TiffanyNarducci@cmail.carleton.ca 
Dept. of Political Science, Carleton University, Canada 

Tiffany Narducci is presently a master's candidate in political science at Carleton University in Ottawa, 
where she also obtained her bachelor's degree in journalism. She is presently a candidate for the United 
Nations international development and diplomacy internship programme, and has previously worked as 
a research assistant exploring the orderly liquidation of systematically important financial institutions. 
For the last two years, she has been working as a communications intern for the Canadian Hunger 
Foundation. 

 

Mostafa Naser, mostafa.m.naser@gmail.com 
University of Chittagong, Bangladesh 

Mostafa M Naser is an associate professor in Law at the University of Chittagong, Bangladesh. Mostafa’s 
areas of research and professional interests are environmental law, international human rights law, 
international humanitarian Law, migration and refugee law. He has published extensively on climate 
change and migration in reputed refereed journals including William and Mary Environmental Law and 
Policy Review, Chicago-Kent Journal of Environmental and Energy Law and Nordic Journal of 

26 
 



CARFMS15/ACERMF15 – Presenter Biographies 

International Law. He has experience of working with national, international and inter-governmental 
human rights and environmental organizations including TIB, ADB, ICRC, UNDP, and IOM. 

 

Alex Natuhwera, natuhwera.alex@yahoo.com 
Institute for Research and Development in Africa (IRDA), Uganda 

Natuhwera Alex holds a Bachelors of Laws (LLB, 2012) from Uganda Christian University (UCU) and a co- 
founder of Young Patriotic Movement-Uganda. He is currently the Justice & Peace Programme Manager 
at Institute for Research and Development in Africa (IRDA). He is part time researcher for the Uganda 
Human Rights Commission (UHRC). In addition to the above responsibilities, he is an Online Technical 
Committee Member for the Centre of Excellence for Scientific & Research Journalism - Hazelhurst-USA. 
He is a seasoned multidisciplinary researcher and has authored various papers ranging from Gender 
issues, Cultural arts, International relations, Statelessness to Human rights. He has presented at various 
national and international conferences. His special research interests are in the following areas: 

• Gender, Peace and Development 
• Statelessness and Transcontinental Migration 
• International Relations and Diplomacy 
• Transboundary conflict management 
• Human rights 
• International Development 
• Statelessness and Transcontinental Migration 

 

Charly Delmas Nguefack Tsafack, delmastsafack@yahoo.fr 
Université de Dschang-Cameroun, Département d'Histoire, Cameroun 

Charly Delmas NGUEFACK TSAFACK est doctorant en Histoire des Relations internationales à l’Université 
de Dschang au Cameroun et diplômé de l’Institut des Relations Internationales du Cameroun (IRIC). 

Depuis quelques temps, il s’est spécialisé dans la politique camerounaise de gestion des migrations 
forcées. C’est ainsi qu’il a commis un article (Les réfugiés Equato-guinéens au Cameroun (1960-1979) : 
entre aide humanitaire de Yaoundé et contestation de Malabo) sur la controverse née de la gestion des 
réfugiés équato-guinéens au Cameroun qui sera publié très prochainement dans l’ouvrage collectif du 
Département d’Histoire de l’Université de Dschang sur la Controverse en histoire. Il a séjourné à l’Est-
Cameroun d’août à septembre 2014 dans les camps de réfugiés centrafricains fuyant la crise qui sévit 
dans ce pays. Il prépare aussi une expédition au Nord-Cameroun dans les zones menacées par la secte 
islamique Boko Haram pour observer la gestion des réfugiés nigérians au Cameroun. 

 

Tamara O'Doherty, Tamara.Odoherty@ufv.ca 
University of the Fraser Valley, Canada 

Tamara O’Doherty (BA, JD, MA, PhD (ABD)) teaches in the School of Criminology and Criminal Justice at 
the University of the Fraser Valley. Her research employs collaborative and mixed methods socio-legal 
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inquiry to explore issues of criminalization, victimization, feminist theory, and the criminal law through 
action-based methodology. 

 

Ecsem Oskay, ecem.oskay@mail.mcgill.ca 
McGill University, Canada 

Ecem Oskay is a Master of Political Science candidate at McGill University. Building on her previous 
studies in Germany, USA and Canada, her DAAD funded research focuses on the conceptualization of 
the agency of refugees. She is a fellow at the Centre for International Peace and Security Studies and the 
Interuniversity Consortium for Arab and Middle Eastern Studies. 

 

Ariane Picard, arianepicard1@hotmail.com 
University de Montreal, Canada 

Ariane Picard complètera cette année son diplôme en droit de l’Université de Montréal où elle y 
entretient un intérêt marqué pour le droit public. Durant ses études, elle a œuvré au sein d’un 
organisme communautaire qui promeut l’accès au logement pour tous. Membre de l’exécutif du Comité 
des Débats où elle agit en tant que juge, elle est également membre du Comité des Arts de la faculté 
ainsi que du Comité Diversité qui remet en question les constructions sociales liées au genre. 

Alexandre Marcotte is working towards obtaining a Bachelor of Civil Law and Juris Doctor at the 
University of Montreal.  His main areas of interests are public and criminal law and fundamental human 
rights. Alexandre has donated his time at the Concordia Student Union Legal Information Clinic. He also 
holds a Bachelor and Master of Music from the University of Ottawa. 

 

Emilia Pietka-Nykaza, emilia.pietka-nykaza@uws.ac.uk 
University of West of Scotland, UK 

Dr Emilia Pietka-Nykaza is a Lecturer in Sociology and Social Policy at University of West of Scotland. 
Since 2014 Emilia is also a Global Host for Refugee Integration and Settlement at Mental Health and 
Psychosocial Support Network (www.mhpss.net). Emilia’s academic interest is centered on exploring the 
issues of integration and migrants’ settlement processes from a multidisciplinary and policy-focused 
perspective. She was involved in the number of research projects that focus on refugee integration and 
trajectories of EU migration in the UK. 

  

Shayna Plaut, shayna.plaut@gmail.com 
University of British Columbia, Canada 

Shayna Plaut has worked on issues regarding Romani media, advocacy and civil society since 2001. She 
speaks widely in the Balkans, Hungary, Canada and the US and has published numerous book chapters 
and articles on the issues including Alternatives: Global, Local, Political, European Educational Research 
Journal,  Understanding community media (SAGE Publications), Roma education in Europe: Practices, 
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policies, and politics (Routledge) and Macedonia: The Political, Social, Economic and Cultural 
Foundations of a Balkan State (I. B. Taurus). Gina Csanyi-Robah is a Romani Canadian from a family of 
refugees who migrated to Canada during the 1956 Revolution in Hungary. She has previously worked as 
a Roma human rights advocate with the European Roma Rights Centre based in Budapest, Hungary. 

Gina was the Executive Director of the Roma Community Centre in Toronto and is currently affiliated 
with the Mosaic Institute  and founder of the Canadian Romani Alliance 

 

Morgan Poteet, mpoteet@mta.ca 
Mount Allison University, Canada 

Dr. Poteet’s current research includes: international students’ experiences in the Atlantic region of 
Canada; representations of immigration and national identity in Canada; and acculturation among male 
youth of Central American background in Toronto. Poteet has taught courses on immigration, 
settlement, refugees, racialization, population, and globalization and transnationalism since 2005, and 
presently holds a position of Assistant Professor in the Sociology Department at Mt. Allison University in 
Sackville, New Brunswick, Canada. 

 

Simon-Pierre Poulin, simonpierre.poulin@gmail.com 
Universite de Montreal, Canada 

 

Soorej Jose Puthoopparambil, soorej.jose@kbh.uu.se 
Uppsala University, Sweden 

Soorej Jose holds an M.Sc in International Health from the Department of Women’s and Children’s 
Health, Uppsala University and research interest in health issues of irregular migrants, especially 
detained irregular migrants in Sweden. His current research project (doctoral project) aimed at 
identifying factors which could mitigate the harmful effects of detention on detainees. The project will 
also compare the health aspects of the Swedish detention system to the detention systems in other 
selected EU member states. It is a collaborative effort between the Swedish Migration Board, NGOs and 
Uppsala University. 

 

Aditya Rao, arao093@uottawa.ca 
University of Ottawa, Canada 

Aditya is a JD student at the University of Ottawa and an MA candidate at the Norman Paterson School 
of International Affairs. Passionate about issues affecting refugees and migrants, he is a founding 
member of the Edmonton Refugee and Migrants Advocacy Network and a member of the Board of 
Directors of the World University Service of Canada. Currently involved with the uOttawa student 
chapter of the Canadian Association of Refugee Lawyers, his experience includes working for a 
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Washington DC Government Relations firm, a Canadian Member of Parliament and political campaigns 
on the municipal, provincial and federal levels. He tweets at @aditrao. 

 

Joseph Rickhof, Joseph.Rikhof@justice.gc.ca 
Department of Justice Canada 

Joseph Rikhof has received a BCL, University of Nijmegen, The Netherlands; a LL.B, McGill University; a 
Diploma in Air and Space Law, McGill University and a PhD, Irish Center for Human Rights. 

He teaches the course International Criminal Law at the University of Ottawa. He is Senior Counsel, 
Manager of the Law with the Crimes against Humanity and War Crimes Section of the Department of 
Justice, Canada. He was a visiting professional with the International Criminal Court in 2005 while also 
serving as Special Counsel and Policy Advisor to the Modern War Crimes Section of the Department of 
Citizenship & Immigration between 1998 and 2002. 

His expertise lies with the law related to organized crime, terrorism, genocide, war crimes and crimes 
against humanity, especially in the context of immigration and refugee law. He has written over 40 
articles as well The Criminal Refugee: The Treatment of Asylum Seekers with a Criminal Background in 
International and Domestic Law, exploring these research interests and has lectured on the same topics 
around the world. In addition, he is co-author, with Robert Currie, of the book International and 
Transnational Criminal Law, Second Edition, as well as a faculty member of the Philippe Kirsch Institute. 

 

Galya Ruffer, g-ruffer@northwestern.edu 
Northwestern University, USA 

Professor Ruffer is the founding Director of the Center for Forced Migration Studies housed at the  
Buffett Center for International and Comparative Studies at Northwestern University. Her work centers 
on refugee and asylum rights and protection, rule of law and the process of international justice. She has 
published on testimony and justice in the DR Congo, asylum law and policy, human rights litigation in 
transnational courts and immigrant incorporation and integration in Europe. She has a book coming out 
in November, Adjudicating Refugee and Asylum Status: The Role of Witness, Expertise, and Testimony 
(co-edited with Benjamin Lawrance), Cambridge University Press (2014). Aside from her academic work, 
she has worked as an immigration attorney representing political asylum claimants both as a solo- 
practitioner and as a pro-bono attorney. 

 

Rohan Sajnani, rohan.sajnani@yahoo.com 
York University, Canada 

Barrister & Solicitor, and Researcher for York's Envisioning Global LGBT Human Rights project. Rohan 
Sajnani is a lead researcher and writer for the Envisioning Global LGBT Human Rights project, housed at 
York University's Centre for Feminist Research. He holds an LLM in International Human Rights from 
Northwestern University School of Law, a JD from Queen's University Faculty of Law, and a BA in Visual 
Art and Dramatic Literature from the University of Western Ontario. He has worked for UNDP, the 
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Center for Forced Migration Studies, and the Center for International Human Rights. He was called to 
the Bar in Ontario in September 2014. 

 

Ranabir Samaddar, ranabir@mcrg.ac.in 
Mahanirban Calcutta Research Group, India 

Dr. Ranabir Samaddar is the Director of the Calcutta Research Group, and belongs to the school of 
critical thinking. He has pioneered along with others peace studies programmes in South Asia. He has        
worked extensively on issues of justice and rights in the context of conflicts in South Asia. The much- 
acclaimed The Politics of Dialogue (Ashgate, 2004) was the culmination of his work on justice, rights, and 
peace. His particular researches have been on migration and refugee studies, the theory and practices of 
dialogue, nationalism and post-colonial statehood in South Asia, and new regimes of technological 
restructuring and labour control. He authored a three-volume study of Indian nationalism, (Whose Asia 
Is It Anyway – nation and The Region in South Asia, 1996, The Marginal Nation – Transborder Migration 
from Bangladesh to West Bengal, 1999, and A Biography of the Indian Nation, 1947-1997, 2001). His 
recent political writings published in the form of a 2 volume account, The Materiality of Politics (Anthem 
Press, 2007), and the just published The Emergence of the Political Subject (Sage, 2009) have challenged 
some of the prevailing accounts of the birth of nationalism and the nation state, and have signalled a 
new turn in critical post-colonial thinking. 

 

Emily Scott, em.scott@mail.utoronto.ca 
University of Toronto, Canada 

Emily Scott is a doctoral student at the University of Toronto in the Department of Political Science. She 
holds a M.A. in International Relations from the Munk Centre for International Studies and a B.A. in 
Middle East Studies and Political Science from McGill University.  She has worked in development and 
humanitarianism for organizations such as the UNDP in East Jerusalem and the West Bank, The Carter 
Center during the South Sudanese referendum on independence, and most recently in Operations at 
Médecins Sans Frontières Canada. She is Research Associate with the Institute for the Study of 
International Migration at Georgetown University, a Lupina Fellow, and studies Arabic language. 

 

Craig Damian Smith 
University of Toronto, Canada 

PhD Candidate in the Department of Political Science, University of Toronto. His thesis research 
examines the effects of European interventions on peripheral transit state irregular migration policies. 

 

Markéta Seidlová, mseidlova@seznam.cz 
Charles University in Prague, Faculty of Science, Department of Social Geography and Regional 
Development, Geographic Migration Center (GEOMIGRACE), Czech Republic 
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Markéta Seidlová studied at Charles University in Prague and received her Ph.D. degree with the thesis 
“Immigration and integration policy of France – at the supranational, national and local level” (2012).  
She was principal researcher and project manager of a grant project “The Analysis of French Immigration 
Policy – what can be learned concerning the Czech Republic“ for Grant Agency of Charles University in 
Prague (2007–2008). During her studies, she spent two years in France conducting her research and she 
has been also actively participating in a number of summer schools with the theme of immigration and 
integration of immigrants. 

  

Stephanie Silverman, sj.silverman@gmail.com 
University of Ottawa, Canada 

Stephanie is currently a SSHRC Postdoctoral Research Fellow, Graduate School of Public and 
International Affairs, University of Ottawa. She was the project coordinator for the Community Research 
Partnerships in Ethics program at Trinity College, University of Toronto, and a research associate at the 
Detention and Asylum Research Cluster, Refugee Research Network. She completed her DPhil in Politics 
and International Relations from the University of Oxford in 2013 and has published numerous articles. 

 

James Simeon, jcsimeon@yorku.ca 
York University, Canada 

Dr. James C. Simeon is an Associate Professor and the Director of the School of Public Policy and 
Administration (SPPA), Faculty of Liberal Arts and Professional Studies, York University, Toronto, Canada. 
He is a Member-at-Large of the Executive of the Canadian Association for Refugee and Forced Migration 
Studies (CARFMS) and a past President of CARFMS. He also serves as the Coordinator of the  
International Association of Refugee Law Judges' (IARLJ) Inter-Conference Working Party Process. His 
primary areas of research are international refugee law, international humanitarian law, international 
criminal law, public policy, and public administration. 

 

Victoria Simmons, victoriaasimmons@gmail.com 
Carleton University, Canada 

Victoria Simmons is a PhD Candidate in Sociology at Carleton University (Canada). With support from the 
Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council, she is currently working on her dissertation, which 
examines how brigandage has both directly and indirectly shaped human mobilities on the railways of 
southern Mexico over the past century. Victoria holds a B.A. in Development Studies from the University 
of Calgary and an M.A. in Latin American Studies from Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México. 

 

Gustavo Simões, gufsimoes@gmail.com 
Universidade de Brasilia, Brazil 
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Phd Student in Social Sciences at University of Brasilia - Brazil. Visiting Scholar in the Center of Refugee 
Studies of York University. Has publications in Brazil´s Refugee Program, Migration Policies and Forced 
Migration Integration Policies. Have experience as a researcher in research groups and think tanks such 
as International Migration Laboratory in Universidade de Brasilia and Institute of Applied Economic 
Research. In 2013 was a consultant for Brazil´s Ministry of Justice in the Promotion of Rights for 
Migrants and Refugees Project. 

 

Esmeralda Smith Romero, es.meralda@mac.com 
University of Ottawa, Canada 

Esmeralda Smith Romero is a social catalyst and innovator. During the day (and late at night) she is an 
International Relations graduate student at Carleton’s NPSIA program and a Law student at the 
University of Ottawa. Before and after completing her undergraduate degree in Political Science and 
Criminology, Esmeralda worked as a political communications consultant. Some of her other side 
projects include PechaKucha Ottawa, Apt613.ca, Ottawa (de)tours, Canadian Association of Refugee 
Lawyers and the Canadian Internet Policy and Public Interest Clinic. She loves food, travel and 
international politics. 

 

Anna Snyder, a.snyder@uwinnipeg.ca 
University of Winnipeg, Canada 

Dr. Anna Snyder is associate professor in conflict resolution studies at Menno Simons College an affiliate 
of University of Winnipeg and Canadian Mennonite University. A peace educator, she has taught peace 
and conflict studies to just under 2,000 undergraduate, M.A., and Ph. D. students including students in 
exile on the Thai/Burmese border. A peace scholar, her work in her 2011 co-edited book, Critical Issues 
of Gender in Conflict Resolution, Peacebuilding, and Social Movements focuses on the peacebuilding 
capacity of refugee women’s organizations in Burma, Tibet, Sudan; her interest came out of her 2007 
trip to Burmese refugee camps in Thailand funded by IDRC. Her research and publications build on her 
expertise in women’s peace organizations; Dr. Snyder’s book Setting the Agenda for Global Peace: 
Conflict and Consensus Building looks at transnational women’s peace networks at the 1995 4th UN 
World Conference on Women. A peace practitioner, she trained political parties in conflict resolution in 
Myanmar on behalf of the Council for Democracy for Burma in 2013. At the invitation of the Interfaith 
Committee, she organized reconciliation events at Canada’s first Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
(TRC) in 2010 in Manitoba. Her years of practice in Aboriginal/non-Aboriginal reconciliation resulted in a 
co-authored chapter in the Aboriginal Healing Foundation’s book From Truth to Reconciliation (2008) 
launched at the TRC. Currently, Dr. Snyder is co-convenor of the International Peace Research 
Association’s Gender and Peace Commission, member of the Women, Peace and Security Network and 
co-chair and founder of Canadian Voices of Women for Peace Manitoba. 

 

Chantal Spade, cspade@ryerson.ca 
Ryerson University, Canada 
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Chamtal Spade is a recent graduate of the MA Immigration and Settlement Studies program at Ryerson 
University. She is currently preparing her application for the PhD Policy Studies - Immigration Stream at 
Ryerson University and is looking at other programs at U of T and York U. She  completed an internship 
at the Centre for Addiction and Mental Health, whereby she was tasked with the revision of the Refugee 
Mental Health Project. She is currently seeking volunteer opportunities at refugee reception agencies 
and seeking events to participate in re: asylum seekers. 

 

Djordje Stefanovic, djordje.stefanovic@smu.ca 
Saint Mary’s University, Canada 

Dr Djordje Stefanovic is an Assistant Professor at the Department of Sociology and Criminology, Saint 
Mary’s University, Halifax. His work has been published or accepted at Journal of Refugee Studies, 
Human Rights Quarterly, Europe-Asia Studies, Ethnic and Racial Studies, and European History 
Quarterly. 

  

Matthew R. Stevens, mrsteve@yorku.ca 
York University, Canada 

Matthew R. Stevens is completing his Master’s thesis, "Social Networks and Self-Support Strategies of 
Syrian Forced Migrants in Urban Jordan," under Professor Jennifer Hyndman with the Department of 
Geography and the Centre for Refugee Studies at York University in Toronto. His research involved a six- 
month research programme based in Irbid Governate on the Syrian/Jordanian border. Matthew’s career 
in refugee studies began in 2008, managing a media campaign for Iraqis living in Egypt under Professor 
Barbara Harrell-Bond. Since, he has been a field assistant and independent researcher from downtown 
Toronto to the Peruvian Amazon, with CARE International, McGill University, Citizenship and 
Immigration Canada, and the World Bank. 

 

Stephanie Stobbe, s.stobbe@uwinnipeg.ca 
Menno Simons College at the University of Winnipeg, Canada 

Stephanie Stobbe is an Associate Professor in Conflict Resolution Studies (CRS) at Menno Simons College 
at the University of Winnipeg, with interests in cross-cultural conflicts, traditional conflict resolution 
processes, and refugee and immigration issues. As an active educator, trainer, and Alternative Dispute 
Resolution (ADR) practitioner, Stephanie has conducted workshops and research in Canada, United 
States, South America, Europe, and Southeast Asia. In 2006, she was invited to work with local citizens in 
the development of the first conflict resolution program in Laos, and in subsequent years completed 
research on traditional mediation and conflict resolution rituals in Laos. In 2013, she co-facilitated a 
series of seminars and workshops for political leaders in Myanmar (Burma) on institutional designs in 
conflict resolution, peacebuilding, and reconciliation as the country transitions to democratic 
governance. In 2011 Stephanie co-edited a book, Critical Aspects of Gender in Conflict Resolution, 
Peacebuilding, and Social Movements (2011) for Emerald Publishing. Her new book, Conflict Resolution 
and Peacebuilding in Laos: Perspective for Today’s World, will be released in 2015. 
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Eleanor Swingewood, es1086@georgetown.edu 
ISIM, USA 

Eleanor Swingewood is a Research Assistant at the Institute for the Study of International Migration. 
Focusing on development and humanitarian assistance in the Levant, she has lived and worked across 
the Middle East, including in Syria, Egypt and most recently Jordan while working with the UN World 
Food Programme. Ellie received her BA in Arabic and Middle East Studies from the University of Exeter  
in her native UK, and is currently an MA candidate in Arab Studies at Georgetown University. In addition 
to Arabic, Ellie is also proficient in Farsi and French. 

 

Louise Tam, louisecytam@gmail.com 
Rutgers University, USA 

Louise Tam is a PhD student in Women’s and Gender Studies at Rutgers University. In her Master's  
thesis, ‘Governing Through Competency: Race, Pathologization, and the Limits of Mental Health 
Outreach,’ she examines how cultural competency, a discourse of diversity and health equity, operates 
as a regime of governmentality in the community needs assessments of two cross-cultural mental health 
agencies in Toronto. She troubles the assumption that it is the patient's perception, as opposed to the 
everyday reality, of discrimination that produces negative bodily outcomes. She was most recently 
published in the international journal Disability and the Global South. Louise is a Social Sciences and 
Humanities Research Council of Canada (SSHRC) Doctoral Fellow. 

 

Abbie Taylor, act64@georgetown.edu 
Georgetown University, USA 

Abbie Taylor holds a Master of Arts in Arab Studies from Georgetown University, where she currently 
works as a Research Associate for the Institute for the Study of International Migration. Abbie’s research 
focuses on human mobility in times of crisis, and in 2014 she co-edited “Humanitarian Crises and 
Migration: Causes, Consequences and Responses” with Susan Martin and Sanjula Weerasinghe. Having 
spent time in the Arab region, she is particularly interested in understanding the histories of those  
forced to move in situations of conflict and violence, in addition to exploring the intersection between 
health and displacement in Iraq and Syria. 

 

Sule Tomkinson, sule.bayrak@umontreal.ca 
PhD Candidate, Université de Montréal, Canada 

Sule Tomkinsonis a doctoral candidate in the Department of Political Science of Université de Montréal. 
She holds a Master's degree in theory and practice of human rights from University of Essex. Her 
research interests include public policy and administration, Canada and Québec politics, refugee 
decision making, administrative tribunals, qualitative methodology and ethnography. 
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Martin Treadwell, martin.treadwell@justice.govt.nz 
Deputy Chair, Immigration And Protection Tribunal 

Martin is the Deputy Chair of the Immigration and Protection Tribunal, which hears appeals for 
refugee/protected person status, for residence and against deportation. 

Martin was admitted to the bar in 1987.   After a number of years in general litigation practice (both civil 
and criminal), he joined a firm specialising in refugee and human rights law.  He was appointed to the 
New Zealand Refugee Status Appeals Authority in 1995 and to the Residence Review Board and the 
Removal Review Authority in 1998.  In 2001, he was part of a UNHCR project establishing South Africa’s 
refugee determination system.  He is a UNHCR-trained, refugee law trainer and has worked in that 
capacity in numerous jurisdictions, including Japan, the Philippines, Hong Kong Australia and South 
Africa. 

In 2008, Martin was appointed Deputy Presiding Member of the Deportation Review Tribunal.  He held 
all four refugee and immigration warrants until the creation of the Immigration and Protection Tribunal 
in November 2010, when he was appointed a Deputy Chair of the Tribunal.  He is now the sole Deputy 
Chair. 

Martin is a council member of the International Association of Refugee Law Judges (2011 – present ), 
the Rapporteur for the Statelessness Working Party and Deputy Chair of the Australasian Chapter of the 
Association (2008 – present). 

 

Araceli Turmo, araceliturmo@gmail.com 
Université de Paris-2, Panthéon-Assas, France 

Currently studying for a PhD in European Union Law, Araceli Turmo is particularly interested in the 
subject of EU immigration and asylum policies. He has written several articles on this topic, including 
Case Comments for Geneva Centre for European Legal Studies, and a contribution to this year's annual 
conference of the French European Studies Association (CEDECE), to be published in 2015, titled "La 
protection des droits fondamentaux des demandeurs d’asile: une nouvelle construction prétorienne en 
droit de l’Union européenne". He was also fortunate enough to present a paper at CARFMS 2014, on the 
topic "The ECJ and Incoherence in the EU Asylum Policy". 

 

Samantha C. Unembu 
Montreal, Canada 

Samantha Unembu is a Corporate Program Manager, Global Mobility. She provides global mobility- 
related expertise in the areas of immigration, tax, assignment and cost management, relocation, 
employment, social security and payroll compliance in support of globally mobile workforce and 
international business travelers. Prior to acting as a Corporate Program Manager, Global Mobility, 
Samantha worked as an Immigration Specialist for over 8 years, providing a single point of immigration 
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coordination for large multinational organizations, preparing and presenting business immigration work 
permit petitions, permanent residency applications, and visa applications. 

 

Onar Usar, onarusar@hotmail.com 
York University, Canada 

Onar Usar holds a MA degree in women's studies and is currently an international graduate student in 
Critical Disability Studies at York University, Toronto. Her academic and political work include critical 
examination of the experiences of psychiatric system survivors in higher education, people with 
precarious legal status and the barriers they face accessing heath care in Canada, and exploring the 
connections between disability, queer, and feminist anti-racist movements and scholarship. 

 

Jessica S. Walters, Jessica.S.Walters@uscis.dhs.gov 
Senior Advisor, Office of the Deputy Director; U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security 

Jessica S. Walters has served as a Senior Advisor to the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) 
Deputy Director since April 2014. In this role, she manages complex priority initiatives and projects, and 
provides support and technical expertise to the Deputy Director and the USCIS Leadership team. Prior to 
this, Ms. Walters served as the USCIS Houston Asylum Office Deputy Director since July 2007. As   
Deputy Director, she was in charge of affirmative asylum and credible/reasonable fear operations over a 
ten-state jurisdiction.  In that role, she also had numerous opportunities to serve USCIS. In 2008, she 
was detailed to Asylum Headquarters for three months to serve as the Acting Training, Research and 
Quality Branch Chief. In 2009, she led the Quality Assurance Backlog Reduction project at Asylum   
Headquarters.  For four months from 2011 – 2012, Ms. Walters served as the Acting Field Office  
Director of the USCIS Johannesburg, South Africa office. She has also participated in numerous overseas 
refugee details in Russia, Kenya, Nepal, Jordan and Thailand.  Ms. Walters joined USCIS as an Asylum 
Officer at the Miami Asylum Office in March 2003.  She received a B.A. degree in Philosophy from 
Michigan State University, and a J.D. from the University of Minnesota. 

 

Emily van der Meulen, evandermeulen@ryerson.ca 
Ryerson University, Canada 

Assistant Professor, Department of Criminology, Ryerson University 

 

Tanja van Veldhuizen, tanja.vanveldhuizen@maastrichtuniversity.nl 
Maastricht University, the Netherlands / University of Gothenburg, Sweden, the Netherlands 

Tanja Susan van Veldhuizen (born: 1990) is a PhD student within the Erasmus Mundus Joint Doctorate 
program in Legal Psychology. She is stationed at the Faculty of Law of Maastricht University in the 
Netherlands and the Department of Psychology of the University of Gothenburg in Sweden. Her 
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research is focused on credibility assessment in the asylum procedure. She holds a B.Sc. and M.Sc. 
degree in social psychology from Utrecht University. 

 

Joris van Wijk, j.van.wijk@vu.nl 
VU University, Netherlands 

Joris van Wijk (1977) is Associate Professor Criminology at VU University Amsterdam. He is executive 
director of the Center for International Criminal Justice (CICJ) and director of the master’s program 
International Crimes and Criminology. Additionally he is one of the conveners of the ESC Research Group 
on Atrocity Crimes and a board member of the Dutch Society of Criminology. In 2011, Joris was a visiting 
professional at the International Criminal Court’s Office of the Prosecutor. In 2013 he was a visiting 
scholar at Oslo University. His research focuses on international criminal justice, in particular on the 
consequences of the application of article 1F Refugee Convention and the lives of perpetrators after 
being acquitted or convicted by international criminal tribunals. 

 

Paloma Villegas, paloma.villegas@utoronto.ca 
University of Toronto, Scaroborough, Canada 

Paloma E. Villegas is a lecturer in the department of Sociology at the University of Toronto, Scarborough. 
Her research interests include im/migration, transnationalism, non/citizenship, racialization and gender 
relations. Her current research examines the assemblage and production of migrant illegalization, its 
role in the production of internal borders and its interlocking with other markers of social location. 

 

Nancy Weisman, Nancy.Weisman@irb-cisr.gc.ca 

Nancy Weisman graduated from Osgoode Hall Law School in 1983 and was called to the Ontario Bar in 
1985.  She is a member of the Law Society of Upper Canada.  Nancy has been employed at the 
Immigration and Refugee Board since September, 1989 and is currently Senior Counsel to the Refugee 
Appeal Division.  She has delivered presentations on the work of the various divisions of the IRB at 
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